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-7 1o counter: communism in. Central
. ‘America are vita) to US. security.:
" .*The judgment:of history on this:
‘ président will probably be based an-

- QOrganization, Libva and Eastern Eu-
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_ Ticials involved in Central America policy -

By Lou Cannon ERE
e \\mmgtonmsuuwnm R :
- The White House has launched a_
i. coordinated government’ public re-:
! Jations.'campaign Yo, persuade spe-
cial-interest groups and other Amer-
icans that President Rezxg'm s efforts

‘Administration officials are urged to sell

au,er_ RPIEA et
" The groups ha»e been lectured on the
[atmnale of Reagan’s policy of increasing -

t tral A R . ¢ .
what happens in Central America, rilitary aid to frxgndly forces in Central

said- Faith- Ryan Whittlesey, director.

h
of the W hite House office of public rity affairs adviser William P. Clark,.

liaizon. whose Central American Pol-.2%;. dential Jor Edwin M I
icv- Outreach Group is. coordinating - p":;' en xa] °°“f"58 or l g’m ee;eD
the campaign. She argued that the ... 30¢C shecia ists from the State and De-

T - - : o Ien<e departments. L
United States faces “the Eastern Eu- -
mpeamzauon oi' its southern border : Two members of ‘the US-supported '

g cox'emment in I\lcarazua also snme at

‘%d the prosp ect Of Sowet~b1rked ‘one meeting, denouncmo the Sandinistas

“regimes throughout the region.: " ...~
“Evez;v businessman who asks me- -

- ‘military movement. .
L A\ccmdma to White House off'cxaL
~ the group has decided on these basic ar-

- guments for strong U.S. action to stop
and we intend 1o follow through and . ) the spread of communist mnfluence in’

B A4
mob‘xhze public opinion.” _ - Central America:

She said anti-commurist appeals” . - The rew ital 1o US. security
are being made to ethnic groups, and - e region is vila) to US. security.
Jewish Greanizations are being told ‘hecause Qf its proximity and because

o o . .
that forces most hostile 1o Israel— ather nations in the region would be
including the Palestine Liberation threatened if leftist ,fznemllas.n\'erthrew
.o the US.-backed government in El Sal-
vadof. “If' El Salvador falls. Honduras
snd Costa Rica wouldn't be far hehind,”
sal  Jurmer Republican  congressman

Juhn H. Rousselot. White House Jizisun

with the husiness community,
~ "The national security of all Americans

iz at ~take in Central America.” savs the

\White House Digest. a new publication to

e distributed 1o voler groups. VI we
“amnat defend ourselves there, we cannnt

expect 1o prevail elsewhere. Qur credibil-

iy would collapse. our alliances would
“erumble. and the safety of our homeland
Aould be put in jeopardy.”

» What happens in Central America is -

- tra] America,” Whittlesey said. “The =~
president has made a cornmitment,

ropean nations—-are supporting left-
1sis in Central America.
Whittlesey's group meets each

Ao vital 1o the LS. economy, because

vonsiderable  US.  shipping passes
T throush the Caribbean. und  Américan
busine~=men have interests in the sevion

that conld be )u»mrdm-d “Huw many
Hurihins Vel I R inecemen e
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_‘develupment and each Wednesday with
“other administration officials and invited - -

i? agan’s Central America policy in all -
' peeches and_public appearances, regard--

“less of ti
e audnence or p nmary sub)ect " Reayan asked i his April 27 speech t

Cungreﬁ:r Must: we wait-while Centeal >
Americans. are driven from thair homes
. like the more than a million who have.

America by White House national secu-_-

- "ueml!as fighting the leftist Sandinista -~

2. for “betraying the revolution™ and talking

“ zbout natural gas or co er prod- . optxm:stxa.lh about the anti- Sandxmsta -

_ uct safety, T ask to help us on Cen-

b

afac |

‘o There also are “moral and human- S¥
" itarian issues at stake in Central Amer-
ica,” according to Whittlesev, who talked -

'[epreseniatns of special-interesL groug s.' -of the potential of 10 million refugzes .

eeing here from Central America 1f con-:
'mumct influence spreads. . . —
Admmmmtmr officials . lme cmp?w«f
\x"ed this =pe<:ter of 2 fleogd of refugees:

souzht refuge out of Afshayistan, or the

_ 1*» million who have fled Indochina. or
~the more than 2 million Cubans \\m
" have fled Castra’s Cuban utopia . .. 7"

acknowledged that public <

Whittlesex
opimion polls, including those made for

the White House. shaw widespread pub-- -
- lic oppesition to Reszan's policies in Cen- .-
- tral America. But, adding that the polls -

al:o chow "most Americans dont know

where El Salvador is, let alone the policy
implications of what were doin.” she
umended that public upmmn can be

- changed. - : -
“Asa pohtnc:an I'like 1o turn ;)uh ical

minuses inlo po&:lcﬁl pluses.” she said. "I
believe that, when people undersiand
what the stakes for the United States are

- in Central America, this issue has the po-

tential of becoming & pohhml plus for
the administration.”

Not evervone in the Reagan adnsinis-
tration agrees with this. however.,

sencing the wrong signal”
cial. “We risk making people fearfis! of
U.S. troup inv olvement when there 1s no
grounds for fear.”

\Y'niulece_‘, responded  that - iznering
the i-sue at the White House lovel \\.m.kl

‘risk making Central America “scem lexs .

imporiant than it 15" and undermine the
prezident’s policy.

“We'
risk the danyer that were golng lo be
said one ofli-




